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 Calendar of Events 
 

  

Aug. 02 4-H Meeting 6:30 p.m.   

Aug. 03 UMM Men’s Bible Study 7:00 a.m.  

Aug. 04 Grief Support Group 6:00 p.m. 

Aug. 06 Quest Bible Study 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

Aug. 09 Confirmation Class After 2nd Service 

Aug. 10 UMM Men’s Bible Study 7:00 a.m. 

Aug. 10 Coffee & Conversation 10:00-11:00  a.m. 

Aug. 11  Kneedles & Knots 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Aug. 11 Grief Support Group 2:00 p.m.  

Aug. 13 Quest Bible Study 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.  

Aug. 17 UMM Men’s Bible Study 7:00 a.m. 

Aug. 17 Deadline for Village Bell 

Aug. 18 Grief Support Group 6:00 p.m. 

Aug. 19 XYZ Potluck –Noon @ Community Center 

Aug. 20 Quest Bible Study 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.  

Aug. 23 Confirmation Class After 2nd Service 

Aug. 24 UMM Men’s Bible Study 7:00 a.m. 

Aug. 25 Kneedles & Knots 9:00-1:00 a.m. 

Aug. 26 Grief Support Group 2:00 p.m. 

Aug. 26 JCEEU 1:00 p.m. 

Aug. 27 Quest Bible Study 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

Aug. 28 Ladies Day Out @ Noon  

Aug. 30 5th Sunday—Combined Service 

Aug. 31 UMM Men’s Bible Study 7:00 a.m. 
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LOVE IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

“Comfort and prosperity have never enriched the 
world as much as adversity has.”  Billy Graham 
 
Whatever else we might think about the Covid-19 
pandemic, we can be thankful that most people 
are showing more love and kindness.  Deprived 
of physical closeness and contact with our friends 
and family, we are moved to show our love in 
other ways.  And while we cannot be thankful for 
the virus itself, or the pain and suffering it 
brings, we can be grateful for the salutary effects 
it has on communities in general and individuals 
in particular.  Besides people expressing their love and tenderness in myriad 
ways, people are slowing down and finding peace in their solitude.  Speed and 
noise, those anxiety producing hallmarks of the modern world, have been re-
placed by a much needed slowing of the pace and a quieting of the noise.  How 
ironic that during the period of Lent, the quarantine that was imposed on many 
of us provides its own type of Lent.  (The word “quarantine” comes from the 
same word which our Hispanic friends use for Lent, namely, “Cuaresma,” both 
deriving from the Latin word for forty.)  Some of us find comfort in the austerity 
and simplicity that is forced upon us.  But 
most of us also feel a gnawing anxiety, and 
in some of us this rises almost to panic, for 
which prayer and following the guidelines 
are perhaps the only remedies.  But most of 
all it is the love that comes to the fore, the 
love we see in the healthcare workers prac-
ticing their professions, and all the 
“essential” workers, but also the love that 
we see in people simply treating each other 
with tenderness and solicitude.   
~Christopher Simon 

August 2020 Vol. 51  No. 8 

 

Inside: 

 

Pastor’s Note:  pg. 2 

Community Corner:  pg. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Calendar of Events:  pg. 10,11, 20 

Birthdays & Anniversaries:  pg. 9 

Minutes:  pg.12, 13, 14 

Greetings from the Andersons:  pg. 16, 17 

Greeters & Ushers:  pg. 18 

Thoughts & Prayers:  pg. 19 



 2 

 

 A Note from the Pastor  ~  August 2020 

A Note from the Pastor – August 2020 

One of the great traditions of being a United Methodist is we have a great history of service to God and our 
neighbors, friends, and strangers.  We understand that God meant for us to be active in work for God and of 
God.  The grace that God gave us at the cross is to be shared.  The Rev. Charlie Baber, a United Methodist 
deacon says, “Grace and responsibility are key components of Wesleyan Christianity.  For John Wesley, 
God’s grace must have practical application.  In other words, grace is not an idea, but a free gift and experi-
ence we can cultivate through practices designed by God…The Methodist movement began not just with 
passionate personal encounters with God’s presence, but with a desire to live holy lives shaped by God’s 
covenant with us.  As John Wesley noticed some of the early Methodist societies becoming more lax in 
their expectations for holy living, he gave them some VERY specific “general” rules.  The summary that 
made the rules general is simple enough: Do no harm, Do good, Attend upon all the ordinances of God*.  
But under each of those were very specific practices that Wesley believed were applications of Scriptural 
holiness in his people’s context.  This was intended to teach the people that theology had practical implica-
tions in the ways they lived their lives.  Anyone who consistently failed to check off enough of these rules 
would be asked to leave the Methodist societies until they were ready to take it more seriously.” (1)   (*My 
emphasis~Rick.) 

What we do as United Methodists matters. Our voice, our words, our actions, and our life should always be 
an expression of Doing Good.  When we cause harm, we have failed to serve God as well as we ought.  
Remember, Jesus never harmed anyone.  In his words, his actions, his voice, and his life was a model for 
doing all the good a life can do.  Being attentive to the ordinances of God is “specific practices God has 
ordained for us to experience grace, such as in corporate worship, taking the sacraments, prayer and scrip-
ture study, and fasting.” (2) 

At Grantville, I try to lead a meaningful corporate worship every Sunday at 8:20 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. in per-
son and on our Facebook live and website pages.  We take the sacraments monthly (under normal times) or 
whenever a baptism occurs.  We are a praying people.  We turn to God with thanksgiving, intercessions and 
with petitions every day.  When we fast, it is a quiet personal time to focus on God.  In these acts we experi-
ence again the grace that our God has given to us.   

Methodists of every brand strive in their daily life to show the world Jesus.  It is not easy in a world that 
refuses to acknowledge God.  So, Jesus and the work of God that is made real in our life is likely the only 
part of God many see.  But doing these things because they are rules is for naught.  Again, Rev. Baber says, 
“For Wesley, following the rules for the sake of following rules means nothing, and yet a person may still 
be surprised by God’s grace.  No, the purpose of committing to a rule of life is much like following a recipe 
(at least, for those of us who enjoy cooking).  It can just serve as a guideline to get a result, or it can be 
something that can be followed and enjoyed almost as much as eating the final dish.  Grace and responsibil-
ity is really just grace upon grace upon grace.” (3)   In our corner of the world, we use our worship, study, 
prayer, and fasting to strengthen us as God’s people. From that strength, we share our joy with the world.  

Some other business, our Administrative Council voted unanimously to require masks at all ministry activi-
ties effective immediately.  We will provide masks, gloves, sanitizer, and social distancing.  This action is 
to protect you from us and us from you.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  

Rick 

1-Rev. Charlie Baber, a United Methodist deacon, serves as minister of discipleship for youth and families at High-
land United Methodist Church in Raleigh, N.C. 
2-IBID 
3-IBID 
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Those Who Are Ill Or Recovering: 
Millie Sanborn 
Chuck Gantz 

Mike & Mark Turpin 
Pam Mongold 

Jo Lindley 
Mary Ashby 

Marilyn McPherson 
Aletta Spreer 
Jan Kendall 
Jack Rees 

Bernard Neubauer 
Kathy Brown 
Dave Jones 

Special Friends: 
Crosby Nail 

Dick Lux 
Fleda Umscheid 

 

Those With Cancer: 
Bob Schneider 

Sally Shirley 
Ron Kendall 

Bobbie Clough 
Gary Lin Day Jr. 
Darrell Jackson 

Mike Breight 
Dorothy Gantz 

Jack Rees 
Ellen McPherson 

Matt Erickson 
Ted Decker 

Elaine Frisbie 
Naomi Castleberry 

Sheryl Lux 
Steve Kendall 

 
Dearly Departed: 

George Rees 
Pete Essman 
Ted Sanborn 
Alice Williams 
Don Schmelzle 
Rosalie Hooper 
Wayne Fields 

Gary Day 
Kay Neubauer 
Rhonda Mathis 

Membership Committee 
Average Attendance 

for July: 36 (in-person) 
          40 (online) 

 
Visitors: 

 

 
_______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

Thank You For Visiting 
Us In Worship. 

Please Come Again! 
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8:20 A.M. Services 

Greeters & Ushers 

 

August 2 

Ruth Blodgett 

 

August 9 

Kathy & Roy Brown 

 

August 16 

Theresa Cote 

 

August 23 

Bernard Neubauer 

 

August 30 

Rose Souter 

 
10:45 A.M. Services 
Greeters & Ushers 

 
August 2 

 

 

August 9 

 

 

August 16 

 

 

August 23 

 

 

August 30 

Thank you to all of the households participating 
in the Dillons Community Rewards Program on 
behalf of GUMC.  From April 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2020, thirty households participated 
and donated rewards totaling $135.04.  Your 
generosity is truly appreciated.   

 

Grantville United Methodist Church 

 

 ********************** 
If you would like a copy of the publication The 
Upper Room please let GUMC know.  We are 
happy to send you a copy electronically.  A lim-
ited number of hard copies will continue to be 
available at the church.   

 

********************* 
Thank you to everyone who helped with 2020 
Virtual Vacation Bible School.  So many of you 
stepped up to assist with program development, 
production needs, set building and develop-
ment, artistic assistance, collecting and filling 
boxes, burning DVD’s,  and printing needs.  
Your assistance is truly appreciated.   

 

Grantville United Methodist Church 

 

********************** 
Dear Grantville United Methodist Church, 
Thank you for your best wishes as I continue to 
college.  I will be studying for a physics associ-
ate at Butler Community College in El Dorado, 
KS.   

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Dylan Wendling 
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Community Corner 

Jerry White Family Care Clinic                                                    
Primary Care Clinic for the Uninsured 

The Jerry White Family Care Clinic is a primary care clinic for the uninsured residents of Jefferson County. 

Where:   Jefferson County Health Department 

   1212 Walnut 

   Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

   785-403-0025 

 

Nurse Practitioner:   Renie Stephan, APRN 

When:     Monday, August 31, 2020 

Clinic Hours:  Appointments start at 1:00 p.m.                                                         

    Call  785-403-0025 for an appointment.                                            

    Walk-ins are welcome and will be seen as time allows.                       

    Walk-ins must check in prior to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Requirements:    Must reside in Jefferson County and show proof of residency.                            

   Must be uninsured. 

 

Cost Based on a Sliding Fee Schedule 

Based on the annual Federal Poverty Income Guidelines 

Income and Discount Eligibility Tables (4 levels) 

 

No one refused services due to inability to pay 

Call the Jefferson County Service Organization at 785-863-2637 for transportation 

NO ONE IS REFUSED SERVICES DUE TO INABILITY TO PAY 

<=100% of Federal Poverty Level Donations 

101-150% of Federal Poverty Level $5.00 per visit 

151-200% of Federal Poverty Level $10.00 per visit 

>200% of Federal Poverty Level $15.00 per visit 
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Community Corner 

BLESSING BOXES  

 

 

The Blessing Boxes are located on the southeast corner of GUMC’s property. 
These boxes are stocked with a variety of canned goods, ramen noodles, mac-
aroni & cheese, hamburger helper, pasta salad, pancake mixes and pancake 
syrup, and condiments such as ketchup, mustard and relish.  Along with food 
products, laundry detergent and fabric softener are also usually available, as 
well as dog food and treats, and books for young children.    

These items are free for anyone in need or just needing an item in a pinch.  Ex-
ample:  your making a cake and discover your out of vanilla.  Simply check the 
blessing boxes and take the item or items you need.  If you are able to you can 
replace the item the next time you visit your supermarket, and if not that’s fine 
as well.  Anyone in need is free to take anything that is placed in the Blessing 
Boxes, no questions asked.  

One of the boxes will be stocked with seasonal items such as:  stocking caps 
and gloves during winter months, school supplies such as pencils and pens, 
tablets, erasers and rulers during July and August, and cleaning supplies and 
personal hygiene items such as shampoo, toothpaste and deodorant.  Donated 
items must be able to tolerate heat and cold and be non-perishable.  Be sure to 
check expiration dates to ensure items have not expired.  Your donations are 
truly appreciated.   

Please utilize these boxes and don’t feel embarrassed or ashamed.  GUMC on-
ly monitors these boxes to stock them, check for expired items and to be sure 
items are dry and clean.  When stocking the blessing boxes please place items 
in plastic to keep them dry and insect free.  Our goal is to ensure that no one is 
going without for any reason.   
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Greetings From the Andersons 
Support transfer to Ripe for Harvest 

For those of you who would like to continue to journey with us to develop, preserve, and restore 

global workers, Ripe for Harvest has three ways you can join the team financially: 

          Please visit our Ripe For Harvest webpage and click the "Donate Now" button:  

https://www.ripeforharvest.org/about-jim-and-dawn-anderson/ 

Available options: 

1.  Electronic Funds Transfer   

2.  Credit/Debit/Electronic Check 

3.  Check : Mail your check, including a note specifying Jim and Dawn Anderson or the   ac-

count number (#20431) to:   

  

 Ripe for Harvest World Outreach 

P.O. Box 487 

Monument, CO 80132 

     If you intend to give a year-end gift, as many of you do, would you consider giving it via 

Ripe for Harvest? That would assure that it would be available for us when we make the final 

switch next month- as those funds will not transfer with us to the new ministry.  

     One last thing - if you do sign up to start or continue support via RFH, would you write and let 

us know?  We are working to figure out the financial system with the new organization and don’t 

want anything to fall through the cracks!  Thanks! 

      We welcome any questions you might have about member care and this new direction God 

is moving us in!  Please email us at jdander5@wpartners.org.  To email Dawn and Jim 

please reply to:  jdander5@wpartners.org 

Request to join our Facebook group! 

Anderson's Adventure in Africa 

 

https://www.ripeforharvest.org/about-jim-and-dawn-anderson/
mailto:jdander5@wpartners.org
mailto:jdander5@wpartners.org
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Happy July! 

We wanted to send a quick note to thank you for praying for our trip!  We returned on 
Monday after over 2 weeks of travel...... 

HIGHLIGHTS of the past few weeks - 

- Reconnecting with former missionary colleagues....... 

-Reconnecting with people from FL at the church where we interned 17 years ago 

-Completing a coaching seminar through CMDA (Christian Medical and Dental Associa-
tion) so that we can begin coaching medical missionaries 

-Seeing the "smallness" of the missions community as we "randomly" ran into peo-
ple that we had past connections with ....... 

Other praises - 

-We had two vehicle issues on the trip - but one occurred in Sebring, where we were 
able to get a recommendation for a mechanic and borrow a vehicle from a friend while 
it was being repaired, and the other occurred about a mile from our house as we re-
turned to Fort Wayne....we were grateful for the timing and place of both of these situ-
ations...... 

-We received our first paycheck of about 90% support - such a blessing... 

-Our friends who own the house we plan to rent this fall got their visas to move to 
Spain - so, #COVIDPERMITTING, we will move in August (still in Fort Wayne).... 

-God seems to be expanding our opportunities, in big and small ways, to speak, not 
only into the lives of global workers, but also their kids and parents..... 

THANK YOU for being a part of ALL of it!  We couldn't do this without you! 

Serving Him....and His workers....together, 

Jim and Dawn 

Here is a link to a very insightful blog about missions life called: 

10 Realities a Missionary Probably Wont Tell You...... 

https://www.goservelove.net/missionary-realities/ 

Greetings From the Andersons 
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Community Corner 

New 

Grief Support Group 

   Location: Grantville United Methodist Church 

Dates: August 4th & 18th @ 6:00 p.m. 

  August 11th & 25th @ 2:00 p.m. 

 

Come and join us in our efforts to comfort and encourage others in our times of loss 

and sorrow. 

Together we will open our hearts and let God use us to encourage, comfort, and sup-

port our Church and community. Remember grief and loss may come with any major 

change in our life. 

Our world suffers many forms of loss: 

Divorce, loss of job, broken friendships, health, our eyesight, our hearing, loss of a pet, 

the empty feeling when a child or children have grown and the house feels empty, be-

ing caretaker of a spouse and watching them struggle. All of these things and many 

more may begin a cycle of grief. Our hearts are not limited to death of a loved one or 

friend. 

We welcome anyone that feels a need for encouragement from others that have 

walked a journey of loss. 

We will offer a safe place filled with love and encouragement. Feel free to come and 

just listen. Sharing with others is all voluntary and you are welcome to attend accord-

ing to your need. 

Please read these two scriptures and hear God speak to your heart about how we are 

called as the body of Christ to comfort others. 

Matthew 5:4 

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 

https://www.goservelove.net/missionary-realities/
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Community Corner 

 
 

Thank You To All Vacation Bible School Volunteers: 
 
Linda Bigham   Roberta Kellogg 
Ruth Blodgett   Carla Metcalfe 
Theresa Cote   Sonia Ortiz 
Jaye Daniels   Jana Patton 
Nancy Gantz   Rose Souter 
Rhonda Haslett  Sarah Hendrix 
Pat Reed 

__________________________________________ 
XYZ ICE CREAM SOCIAL CANCELLED 

 

The XYZ Ice Cream Social has been cancelled this year due to 
continued concerns regarding Covid-19.  At some point the XYZ 
Committee will meet again; hopefully before the end of the year.  
For additional information please call Bobbie Clough, Jan 
Bigham, or Janet White.   
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    CAN YOU HELP GLOBAL MINISTRIES OF TOPEKA 

SEND AID TO THE PEOPLE OF HAITI? 

The country of Haiti is extremely poor.  80% are unemployed; and employ-
ment is not available to make a living.  Haiti has a population of 10 million, 

and the size of Haiti is similar to the state of Delaware.  Two thirds of the population is un-
der the age of 16 years of age and many orphanages have been established to help sup-
port the children.  Two thirds of the country’s terrain is mountainous.  The people try to 
grow their own food, if seeds and tools are available; and if crops can survive the ravages 
of the weather and the steep terrain. 
Global Ministries has established and supports 20 different sewing and trade schools that 
offer classes to teach Haitian's to make clothing for the orphans and the people.  Their goal 
is to teach people for two years the skills of making items that will support their families 
after they graduate from the trade program.  Youth and adults are eager to learn and ac-
cept the message of Jesus that is shared.  Other classes are offered if teachers are availa-
ble to teach the skills and have material available.  Also, 103 churches have been restored 
and established.  
Suggested Items for Haiti: 
Sewing items:  electric /treadle sewing machines, thread, buttons, patterns, material of 
any kind, quilting material, and sewing accessories 
Clothing and Shoes:  infant, children, teen, and adult summer/lightweight and winter type 
clothing and shoes.  Feeding accessories and bedding for infants.  Toys and games for chil-
dren.  Backpack and school material for youth.  Men’s suits, ties and shoes for Pastors 
Kitchen/Cooking items:  large and small pans to cook over a fire, small BBQ grills, plastic 
containers with lids for storage, large cooking spoons, forks, utensils to stir and serve.  
Light weight dishes, tableware and drinking glasses 
Cleaning items:  towels, wash cloths, wash boards, tubs, pails and soap 
Housing items:  lumber, nails, small ladders, hand tools and tents 
Bedding items:  light blankets, sheets and pillows 
Medical/Hygiene items:  pain relief, bandages and shampoo 
 
Rev.. Max Manning is 92 years young and is the founder of Global Ministries located in To-
peka, KS.  Office: 785-232-2992 or Cell:  785-231-8183), email: maxmanning@outlook.com.  
Global Ministries ships a cargo loaded with needed items to Haiti approximately every 3 
months.   
 
501C3 is available upon request. 
 

You may also contact Janice Larrison at 785-806-5792 or by email at : janlarrison@cox.net. 
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MISSION COMMITTEE MINUTES 
The Mission Committee met on July 6, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.  Members in at-
tendance were:  Marledeen Joy and Janice Larrison. 

For the second and third quarters, the Mission Committee approved sup-
porting the following missions:  Topeka Rescue Mission, Red Bird Mis-
sion, Camp Chippewa, Ember Hope (Youthville), God’s Storehouse, Wycliff 
Bible, Salvation Army (Jefferson County), Ripe for Harvest (Anderson’s), 
Willow Against Domestic Violence, and Adult & Teen Challenge of the 
Great South. 

Respectfully submitted, Janice Larrison 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
DUE TO CONTINUED CONCERNS REGARDING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC, ALL SCHEDULED EVENTS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
AT GUMC CONTINUE TO BE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE!  THAT ALSO INCLUDES THE XYZ POTLUCK 
AT THE GRANTVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER.   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Effective July 15, 2020, the GUMC Administrative 
Council now requires the use of masks for all church 
ministry activities inside our facility.  For your con-
venience, masks are provided at church entry points.  
We truly appreciate your cooperation! 
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Community Corner 

  Fabric Sought For Masks 
 
 
 
 
The Jefferson County Emergency Management office is seeking 
material to    make face masks.  If you would like to donate fabric, 
please contact Keith Jeffers at his office in Oskaloosa (785-403-
0699).  The masks will be sewn by a group of volunteers.  The pre-
ferred material is cotton quilt backing that is 1-yard x 108”, or bolts 
of cloth of approximately 5 yards.  Also needed is 1/8th inch elastic.  
This will make up to 33 adult sized masks.  White fabric is also 
needed in addition to any colors.  We would especially like to re-
ceive specific colors for the following School Districts in Jefferson 
County: 
 
USD 338 Valley Falls Dragon  -  Black and Gold 
USD 340 Jefferson West Tigers  -  Black and Orange 
USD 342 McLouth Bulldogs  -  Purple and Gold 
USD 339 Jefferson County North Chargers  -  Green and White 
USD 341 Oskaloosa Bears  -  Royal Blue and Red 
USD 343 PLHS Kaws  -  Royal Blue and White 
Keystone/John Dewey Learning Academy  -  Light Blue and White 
Alpha Christian Children’s Home and School  -  Navy Blue and Gold 
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Donations Needed for  
God’s Storehouse 

 
 To have food available for God’s Storehouse 
in the year 2019, we plan to again double the contri-
butions each month.  Families, whose last names 
begin with E, F, G, & H are asked to bring canned 
foods, paper goods, boxed pastas and pasta sauces 
during the month of August. 
 Other suggested items for donation are:  pow-
dered milk, saltine crackers, cereals, spam, tuna and 
canned vegetables.  There is always a need for baby 
diapers, baby wipes, cleaning products, washing 
soap, softener, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
bars of soap and shampoo.  Please watch expira-
tion dates on all products.  We cannot donate ex-
pired products.  Thank you! 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Informal Worship 

8:20 a.m. 
 

Sunday School 

9:40 a.m. 
 

Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. 
 

Church Phone 

785-246-3621 
 

Email us at: 

grantvillechurch@ 

grantvilleumc.com 
 

Church Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 

& 9:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday 
 

Website 

http://grantvilleksumc.org 

Click on Live Church 

Service 
 

Village Bell Publisher 

Annette Rodecap 
 

Village Bell Editor 

Jeanne Gantz 
 

Pastor 

Rick Souter 

246-6068 (home) 

785-969-0061 (cell) 

 

 
2020 Great Plains Annual   

Conference-Cancelled 
  
The special session of Great Plains Annual Conference 
scheduled for October 1-4, 2020 in Grand Island, Ne-
braska is now cancelled due to uncertainty about fu-
ture coronavirus-related gathering restrictions. 
 
While we are not meeting in person for holy confer-
encing as scheduled, we are moving forward with a 
process to adopt our 2021 conference budget, with 
holding online clergy and laity sessions, providing a 
recorded Memorial Worship Service to remember and 
give thanks for the lives and witness of our clergy 
conference members and clergy spouses who have 
entered into God’s eternal life and blessed rest, and 
livestream Commissioning and Ordination Worship 
Services for our new provisional and full member 
deacons and elders. Please check our website for up-
to-date information @ greatplainsumc.org. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED 

At present the church will continue to have two Sunday services (8:20 and 
10:45).  Marledeen Joy made a motion that all participants in GUMC ser-
vices/gathering of people for activities be mandated to wear a mask, use 
social distancing, and use sanitation procedures as needed. An exception 
to this mandate would be if a person has a medical condition; this will be 
dealt with case by case. Caroline Bigham seconded; motion approved and 
passed. 

People can obtain a pdf copy of The Upper Room Booklet which the church 
will supply. Also, persons can participate in meetings through Zoom. If in-
terested let Rick know. 

Pastor Rick has made a pastor’s report to the district of the incident that 
occurred on June 27th at the church. 

Mission Report: Chair Marledeen Joy announced that she and Janice Larri-
son met to pay the second and third quarter committed giving’s to mis-
sions supported by the church. She said, “If you know of a financial need of 
someone, let me know.” 

Membership Report: Chair Janet White announced the church has three 
new members.  

Worship Report: Chair Karl Landis said they continue to select the church 
service music.  

Evangelism Report: Roberta Kellogg reported people are using the Blessing 
Boxes. 

Lay Leader Caroline Bigham reported that the prayer chain requests have 
doubled as people need of prayers have increased. She thanked all mem-
bers present for participating in church services/activities.  

Tech Team Report: Chair Pat Reed explained that the equipment currently 
being used for church services is outdated and needs to be modernized. He 
has received a bid from two companies of the technical materials needed 
for an update. Some of our current equipment may be usable. Pat made a 
motion to return to these companies and re-adjust the cost and get a final 
bid/estimate and report back at a later date to this committee. Caroline 
Bigham seconded; motion was approved and passed. Caroline Bigham 
made a suggestion that fund raisers could be used as an option to support 
this cause. 

Pat discussed the need to get rid of technical equipment stored in the 
basement used for an outdoor sound system. A discussion occurred that 
Pastor Rick can check with churches to see if they could use this equip-
ment. Another option would be to sell the equipment and use the funds for 
new technical equipment. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 16, 2020 at 7:00 in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Pastor Rick gave a parting prayer and the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Janice Larrison, Recorder  
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES — JULY 15, 2020 

The Administration Council meeting was called to order by Chair Linda 
Bigham. The following members were present: Pastor Rick Souter, Linda 
Bigham, Larry and Jan Bigham, Janet White, Dick and Sheryl Lux, Pat 
Reed, Harold Merrifield, Karl and Debbie Landis, Donna Fields, Caroline 
Bigham, Marledeen Joy, Bobbie Clough, Roberta Kellogg, and Janice Lar-
rison. Pastor Rick gave an opening prayer. 

The minutes from the May 27, 2020 Administration Council meeting were 
reviewed.  A motion was approved and passed to accept the minutes 
with the corrections of spelling of three names. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Janet White reported that the audit has 
been completed and all accounts are balanced. The church qualified for a 
PPP Grant so payroll was paid for two months. Conference has excused/
cancelled apportionments for two months. She gives a thank you to all 
who continue to support the church’s needs. Debbie Landis made a mo-
tion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Bobbie Clough seconded; motion 
was approved and passed. 

Finance/Stewardship Chair Larry Bigham reported that Janet White and 
Pat Reed continue to do a tremendous job as treasurers.  

Trustee Chair Dick Lux announced the Trustees will continue with 
maintenance once the weather cools. A new air conditioner was installed 
in the Parsonage. 

Pastoral Report: This year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be virtual; 
the theme is SonTreasure Island. Every family of participating youths will 
receive a box containing a DVD (skits of church people), craft supplies, 
snacks, etc. for each child in the family. Parents may use their discretion 
on implementing the VBS program materials. To this date 27 children will 
participate; included are activities which can cover a three-day period. 
Delivery of the VBS supply boxes will occur the end of July or early Au-
gust. 

Rick highly praised Dwayne and Annette for their diligent hard work. 
Dwayne has repaired all church chairs/pews. 

Pastor Rick made a motion that during the COVID 19 shutdown, the 
church will not be used for activities other than church services, church 
meetings, and ministry activities. Seconded by Donna Fields; motion was 
approved and passed. 

The new District Superintendent, Jenny Collins can be reached at the of-
fice. She is responsible for overseeing the Flint Hills and 62 churches in 
the Topeka District. 

Rick is planning on having surgery on his wrist August 14. The family is 
planning a vacation July 31st to August 6th. The pastor from Meriden will 
provide coverage. 
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          August  Birthdays 
 

  
01 Diana Nichols  
05 Thomas Turpin 
07 Jenna Erickson 
07 Norman Wallace 
09 Jason Johnson  
09 Janice Bigham 
09 Nici Tebbutt  
10  Randy Erickson 
10 Bill Buxton  
11 Kelsey Fields  
11  Jeannie Dillon 
12  Alice Beems 
14 Karen Orr 
15 Mandy Lawrence  
16 Kaitlyn Gantz 
17  Mitchell McPherson 
17 Dylan Turpin 
19 Marie Jones 
20  Ellie Wade  
20 Dan Patton 
21 Andy Kraus 
22  Brett Erickson 
24 Kenneth Shirley 
26 Dana Stanwix  
26  Michael Benedict 
27  Janet Buxton 
27 Harlan Hunt 
29  Carla Metcalfe 
29 Elisha Kellogg 
 

Special Prayers For: 
Service Men and Women 

Farmers and Farm Families 
Our Church’s Mission and Ministry 

 

Our Christian Education 
Sunday School 

UM Women 
UM Men 

UM Teens 

August Anniversaries 
 

01 Pastor Rick & Rose Souter 

05 John & Janice Larrison 

09 Pastor John & Dixie Thompson 

11  Matthew & Shelly Welch 

23  Steve & Janice Kendall 

 

 
A Warm Welcome 
to New Members: 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed 

  

 

 

 

2 

 

4-H Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

3 

 

UMM Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 

4 

 

Grief Support Group 

6:00 p.m. 

 

9 

 

 

Confirmation Class 

After 2nd Service 

10 

UMM Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 

 

Coffee & Conversation 

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

 

11 

Kneedles & Knots 

9:00 a.m. -  11:00 a.m. 

 

Grief Support Group 

2:00 p.m. 

. 

 

 

 

16 17 

 

UMM Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 

 

Deadline For Village Bell 

18 

 

Grief Support Group 

6:00 p.m. 

XYZ Potluck

Community Center

12:00 p.m.

23/ 

30 

Confirmation Class 

After 2nd Service-Aug 
23rd 

 

5th Sunday-Combined 

Service—Aug. 30th 

24/ 

31 

 

UMM Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 

25 

 

Kneedles & Knots 

9:00 a.m. -  11:00 a.m. 

 

Grief Support Group 

2:00 p.m. 

JCEEU 1:00 p.m.

Calendar of Events August 2020
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Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  

 

 1 

5 6 

 

Quest Bible Study 

2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

7 8 

12 13 

 

 

Quest Bible Study 

2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 

19 

 

XYZ Potluck 

Community Center 

12:00 p.m. 

20 

 

Quest Bible Study 

2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

21 

 

 

22 

26 

 

 

JCEEU 1:00 p.m. 

27 

 

 

Quest Bible Study 

2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

28 

 

 

Ladies Day Out @ Noon 

29 

Calendar of Events August 2020 


